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INTERNATIONAL WATERWAY E 70
The International Waterway E70 connects Western Europe – from 
Antwerp and Rotterdam, via Berlin and northern Poland – with the 
Kaliningrad Oblast and further on with the Neman waterway system. 
In Poland, the route is 630 km long and passes through six pictur-
esque voivodeships: Zachodniopomorskie, Lubuskie, Wielkopolskie, 
Kujawsko-Pomorskie, Pomorskie and Warmińsko-Mazurskie. The 
Polish section runs along the Odra to Kostrzyn, where it joins the 
Odra–Wisła waterway. The route runs 68 km along the Warta, 187 
km along the Noteć, 24.5 km along the Kanał Bydgoski and 14.4 km 
along the Brda, until it meets the Vistula / Wisła (and the E40 water-
way) at the Bydgoszcz Waterway Junction. The route then runs for 
114 km along the Vistula, 62 km along the Nogat, and 35 km along 
the Zalew Wiślany (Vistula Lagoon), to the border with the Kalinin-
grad Oblast. The E70 waterway system also includes the Szkarpawa, 
the Elbląg River and the Kanał Jagielloński.

The Polish section of the E70 waterway is a very picturesque and varied 
route – from the Odra, which meets the highest navigability standards, 
to the lazily meandering Noteć. It is currently classified mainly as Class 
II, with the exception of the section of the Noteć between the mouth of 
the Drawa and the Kanał Bydgoski – Class Ib, the sections of the Odra 
and the Vistula in their lower reaches – Class III, and the Martwa Wisła 
– Class Vb. The route includes 28 barrages. Most of the locks were built 
at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. The route is 16–25 m wide, 
with a minimum bend radius of 200–250 m, a vertical clearance under 
bridges of 1.6–12 m, a guaranteed depth of 1.2–1.5 m and a permitted 
vessel speed of 8 km/h.

In recent years, numerous local government and private investments 
have been carried out along almost the entire length of the route, 
improving the waterway infrastructure. These include the construction 
of boulevards in Gorzów Wielkopolski, Wieleń and Malbork, and the 
redevelopment of the Zygmunt August Boulevard in Elbląg. Ports and 
marinas have been built in Santok, Drawsko, Czarnków, Ujście, Nakło 
nad Notecią, Bydgoszcz, Toruń and Grudziądz. A major project was 
the Żuławy Loop – the development of water tourism (Phases I and 
II), involving the construction and expansion of ports and marinas 
in Drewnica, Biała Góra, Malbork, Osłonka, Rybina, Błotnik, Gdańsk  
Sobieszewo, Braniewo, Krynica Morska, Kąty Rybackie, Nowa Pasłęka, 
Elbląg and Tolkmicko.
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BYDGOSZCZ
Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodeship

Bydgoszcz – in the early Middle Ages, a riverside settlement on the Amber 
Route, first mentioned as early as 1238 as the fortified Bydgoszcz Castellany; 
it was granted town privileges in 1346. The construction of the Kanał Bydgoski 
in the 18th century made it possible to create a key junction on the waterway 
– the Bydgoszcz Waterway Junction – and led to the rapid development and 
enrichment of Bydgoszcz, which became a thriving riverside town. In addition to 
facilities for river regulation and water transport, distinctive riverside buildings 
were built along the banks. The city’s preserved, harmonious riverside landscape, 
appropriate to the place, has created a distinctive, unique and original atmosphere 
of Bydgoszcz. Today, the heart of Bydgoszcz is the revitalised Mill Island, and the 
city’s environmentally friendly, solar-powered water trams are a tourist attraction. 
The construction of the marina and the renovation of the boulevards not only 
encourage visits from tourists – particularly water enthusiasts – but have also 
improved the quality and aesthetics of the waterfront areas. It has enabled close 
contact with the water and the opportunity to admire the city’s beauty from 
the water. Major events taking place on and by the water, including STER NA 
BYDGOSZCZ, with regattas, events and a parade of vessels, attract huge crowds 
of residents to the Brda and the Kanał Bydgoski and restore the city’s riverside 
identity.

NAKŁO NAD NOTECIĄ
Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodeship

Nakło nad Notecią is a town with a population of 19,000, situated 39–41 km 
along the Noteć River. In Nakło, the Noteć river joins the Kanał Bydgoski, the 
construction of which contributed to the town’s rapid economic development. 
This is also where the Great Wielkopolska Loop Trail branches off towards Konin 
(Noteć). While in Nakło, it is well worth visiting St Lawrence’s Church, built in 1843, 
and the former Prussian barracks dating from the first half of the 19th century. 
One of Nakło’s undoubted attractions is its proximity to the Notecka Forest, and 
in particular the Noteć Valley. Nakło is home to one of only two inland navigation 
schools in Poland, as well as a marina with teaching facilities for the school and 
technical and sanitary facilities for tourists – water enthusiasts – and a harbour 
basin designed to moor up to 30 vessels of various sizes.

→

→

→

→

ZACHODNIOPOMORSKIE 

The West Pomeranian section of the E70 International Waterway cov-
ers the lower, border section of the Odra, stretching from Kostrzyn 
nad Odrą (617.6 km) to Hohensaaten in Germany (667.2 km). The total 
length of this section is nearly 50 km. Thanks to its navigational param-
eters, which allow for the passage of large vessels, this route is a key 
waterway link between the European network and the port of Szczecin. 
At Hohensaaten, the waterway connects with the Odra-Havel Canal 
(Odra-Havel-Kanal), which leads to Berlin,  opening up access to the Hav-
el and Elbe waterway systems. This historic link makes it possible to make 
a cross-border journey from the German capital directly to the Lower Odra 
Valley and Szczecin.

LUBUSKIE

The MDW E70 stage in the Lubuskie Voivodeship covers almost  
122 km, of which 68.2 km is the Warta River, 47 km is the Noteć, and 
the remaining 6 km is the Odra. The most important towns in this area 
are: Kostrzyn nad Odrą (lying from the Warta’s mouth with the Odra up 
to the fifth kilometre of this stage), Gorzów Wielkopolski (lying at 54–60 
km of the Warta), Santok (70 km) and Drezdenko (188 km). The section 
from the mouth of the Warta River to its 29th kilometre is part of the 
Warta Mouth National Park, together with the adjacent landscape park. 
At the 70th kilometre of the Warta River, near Santok, lies the Santockie 
Zakole Nature Reserve. It is also at this point that the Noteć flows into 
the Warta.

WIELKOPOLSKIE

The Greater Poland section of the MDW E70 begins with a two-kilo-
metre stretch of the Noteć River (177–179 km of the river), which forms 
the border between the Lubuskie and Wielkopolskie Voivodeship.  
The Greater Poland stage comprises a total of 121 km of the Noteć 
meandering through picturesque landscapes amidst meadows, fields, 
numerous oxbow lakes and canals. The Noteć flood-meadows provide 
a refuge for many bird species protected under the European Directive. 
As you travel through Greater Poland, you can visit towns such as: Krzyż 
Wielkopolski (175 km along the river), Wieleń (162 km), which have new 
marinas: Drawsko (175 km) and Czarnków (132-134 km), as well as Ujście 
(105-107 km). On this section, the MDW E70 partially overlaps with the 
Great Wielkopolska Loop waterway route (www.wielka-petla.pl).

VOIVODESHIPS ALONG THE WATERWAY E70

KUJAWSKO-POMORSKIE

The E70 Waterway in the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodeship compris-
es a total of 145 km of rivers and canals. It begins at kilometer 58 of 
the Noteć and runs along a 19-km stretch of the river. It then covers 
24.5 km of the Kanał Bydgoski, 14.5 km of the Brda, and 87 km of 
the Vistula. The section of the E70 International Waterway shown on the 
map, stretching from the border between the Kujawsko-Pomorskie and 
Wielkopolskie voivodeships to Bydgoszcz, is a fascinating journey through 
a unique waterway system that combines the history of hydrotechnical 
engineering with modern tourist infrastructure.
The first important stop on the route is Nakło nad Notecią, which wel-
comes boaters with a modern marina offering a full range of facilities. 
From the Noteć, the route enters the waters of the Kanał Bydgoski – the 
oldest operational inland canal in Poland and a historic engineering mon-
ument. Connecting the Odra and Vistula river basins since 1774, the canal 
features a series of historic locks, including those at Okole and Czyżkówko. 
Its former section, no longer used for navigation and known as the Old 
Kanał Bydgoski, has been transformed into a picturesque city park.
The highlight of this part of the journey is entering the waters of the Brda 
and reaching the centre of Bydgoszcz, where the heart of the Bydgoszcz 
Waterway Junction is located. Two main marinas await boaters in the 
city: ‘Gwiazda’ and ‘Bydgoszcz’. The city offers not only excellent boating  
facilities but also numerous attractions for which it is famous, such as the 
historic granaries on the Brda and the Opera Nova building, which can be 
admired from the water.

UJŚCIE
Wielkopolskie Voivodeship

Ujście is a town of over three thousand inhabitants, situated between the 105th 
and 107th kilometres of the Noteć River, right at the mouth of the Gwda River. Its 
picturesque location on a high escarpment of the Toruń-Eberswalde Ice-Marginal 
Valley and its rich history make it an attractive destination in Greater Poland. For water 
tourists and sailors, ‘Binduga Keja 105’ operates at the 105th kilometre of the river, 
offering canoeing trips and the organisation of outdoor events. The main attractions 
of Ujście include Kalwaria Ujska, dating back to the 19th and 20th centuries and 
commonly known as ‘Góra Męki Pańskiej’ (Mount of the Passion), the Neo-Baroque 
Church of St Nicholas, the observation tower in the Górne estate, offering an impressive 
panorama of the Noteć valley, and the Steelworker’s Monument – commemorating the 
glassworks that has operated here since the 19th century – now a glass packaging 
factory.

→→

CZARNKÓW
Wielkopolskie Voivodeship

Czarnków is picturesquely nestled in a narrow strip between the 
Noteć River (132 km) and the steep moraine hills, known as ‘Czarn-
ków Switzerland’. Its nautical character is emphasised by the modern 
‘Marina Czarnków’, which is a key stop on the Great Wielkopolska 
Loop and the E70 International Waterway. It provides an excellent 
base for water enthusiasts, offering comprehensive facilities and the 
possibility to rent water sports equipment. The town’s main attrac-
tions include the revitalised market square with its mid-19th-century 
town hall and the Gothic Church of St Mary Magdalene. A unique 
vantage point is the distinctive ‘Grzybek’ at the top of the former ski 
jump, offering a magnificent panoramic view of the Noteć Valley. It is 
also worth visiting the local brewery, with over 200 years of brewing 
tradition, and the Museum of the Czarnków Region. 

→

WIELEŃ
Wielkopolskie Voivodeship

Wieleń is a picturesque town situated on the Noteć River in the Wielkopolska 
Voivodeship, in the Czarnków-Trzcianka District. As the seat of an urban-rural mu-
nicipality and home to around 6,000 people. Wieleń captivates with its historic 
character – the town’s origins date back to 1108, and it was granted town privi-
leges in 1448 as a private noble town. When sailing along the Noteć, boaters can 
make use of the river marina; a boulevard with full facilities, enabling safe mooring 
of boats. Whilst strolling through Wieleń, you can visit the Church of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and St Michał the Archangel, dating from 1615, follow the educational 
trail ‘Remember, you create the climate’, or come across traces of history – the 
18th-century Sapieha Palace (currently undergoing renovation); and soak up the 
atmosphere of a place rich in tradition.

THE BRDA

A left-bank tributary of the Vistula, 14.4 km long, begins its 238-kilo-
metre course in Lake Smołowe, near Miastko. The river can be divided into 
two distinct sections. The upper section, over 223 km long, is not classi-
fied as a waterway but is an extremely popular and picturesque canoeing 
route. The final section, approximately 15 km long, from Brdyujście to the 
heart of Bydgoszcz – along the Waterway E70 – is a channelled Class II 
waterway. Paddling up the Brda from the Vistula towards Mill Island, we 
pass two water barrages, comprising a total of two locks and three weirs. 
The first of these is the Czersko Polskie Barrage equipped with a modern 
lock and a roller weir. In the historic centre lies the Śródmiejski Barrage, 
comprising the historic City Lock and two accompanying weirs: the his-
toric Farny Weir by the cathedral and the newer Ulgowy Weir.
Medium width: 40–45 m, navigable waterway 30–35 m  
Guaranteed draught of vessels: 1.4 m
Regulations and restrictions: a speed limit of 15 km/h, locally reduced 
to 8 and 4 km/h, and a local no-wake zone. 
Obstacles: the lowest high-voltage line is suspended at 8 m. The clear-
ance depends on fluctuating water levels. 

THE KANAŁ BYDGOSKI

It is the oldest operational navigable canal in Poland, listed as a historic 
monument in 2005.  The area through which it runs served as a trade 
route to Western Europe as early as the 15th century. Galars, punts and 
dubas ships sailing along the Noteć and Brda rivers were hoisted onto 
wheels and rolled from one river to the other. The canal was built be-
tween 1772 and 1774, with construction taking just 18 months. Initially, 
it was 26.6 km long and consisted of 9 locks built of wood and clay. At 
the beginning of the 19th century, work began on converting the locks 
to stone and brick, and these have survived to this day. The reconstruc-
tion of the canal carried out between 1908 and 1915 established its final 
course – a shorter branch connecting it to the Brda River was opened, 
and the number of locks was reduced to six. The oldest section of the 
canal, which is no longer in use, is nicknamed the 'Old' and, surrounded 
by extensive parkland, is now a tourist attraction in Bydgoszcz.
Currently, the Kanał Bydgoski is 24.5 km long and connects Poland’s two 
largest rivers – the Vistula and the Odra. It is classified as a Class II navi-
gable waterway and is divided into 6 sections separated by 6 locks. 
It begins in Bydgoszcz at km 14.4 and ends at km 38.9 in Nakło nad 
Notecią (at the mouth of the Stara Noteć Rynarzewska).
Average width: approx. 30 m 
Guaranteed draught of vessels: 1.6 m
Regulations and restrictions: there is a speed limit of 8 km per hour.
Obstacles: the lowest high-voltage line is suspended at 8 m. The clear-
ance depends on fluctuating water levels.

THE NOTEĆ

The Noteć River is the largest tributary of the Warta, with a total length 
of 361 km. The section forming part of the E70 International Waterway 
is 187.2 km long. In terms of navigability, this route is classified as Class 
Ib for the majority of its length (up to the mouth of the Drawa) and 
Class II for the final regulated section (from the mouth of the Drawa 
to the Warta). The Noteć is divided into two main sections: The Upper 
Noteć – from its source to Nakło nad Notecią – with a length of 174 km, 
and the Lower Noteć, which forms part of the International Waterway 
E70, stretching from Nakło to the mouth of the Warta, with a length of 
approx. 187 km. The Lower Noteć, as it stands today, was channelled 
between 1906 and 1914 through 14 hydro structures. The locks on the 
Noteć are historical hydrotechnical monuments and are manually oper-
ated. The course of the Noteć, which forms part of the E70 International 
Waterway, is characterised by varied gradients, allowing for the identifi-
cation of several sections described below:
Noteć with a marked gradient (from Nakło nad Notecią to the mouth of 
the Łobżonka),  the Leniwa Noteć  (from the mouth of the Łobżonka to 
the mouth of the Gwda), the Bystra Noteć (from the mouth to lock no. 22 
at Krzyż) and Lower Noteć (the free-flowing Noteć) from lock no. 22 at 
Krzyż to the confluence of the Noteć and the Warta at Santok. 

SECTION WITH A STEEP GRADIENT, approx. 18 km long (from Nakło 
nad Notecią to the mouth of the Łobżonka). The current becomes faster 
and more dynamic. The difference in water levels necessitates the use of 
the lock at Gromadno, which allows for flow regulation and safe naviga-
tion of this section of the river.

THE LENIWA NOTEĆ, approximately 50 km long (from the mouth of the 
Łobżonka to the mouth of the Gwda). 
This section is characterised by a very slight gradient of just 0.016‰, 
which explains its name. The river flows slowly here, and its banks are 
mostly heavily overgrown with reeds and difficult to access, although it is 
possible to find places to moor ‘in the wild’.
Average width: approx. 20 - 25 m 
Guaranteed draught of vessels: 1.2 - 1.6 m
Regulations and restrictions: speed limit of 15 km/h along the entire 
route, and a local no-wake zone. 
Obstacles: over forty power lines cross the river. The lowest high-voltage 
line is suspended at 7 m. The clearance depends on fluctuating water 
levels.

THE BYSTRA NOTEĆ, about 70 km long (from Ujście to lock no. 22 in 
Krzyż Wielkopolski).
At Ujście, the Noteć is joined by its largest tributary – the Gwda. This 
results in a 2.5-fold increase in water flow within the riverbed, giving it a 
much faster current and explaining the name ‘Bystra’. The gradient in this 
section is significantly greater, at 0.2‰.

Average width: approx. 20 - 25 m 
Guaranteed draught of vessels: 1.2 - 1.6 m
Regulations and restrictions: speed along the entire route 15 km/h, and 
a local no-wake zone. 
Ferries: there are two cable ferries on the river, located in Walkowice and 
Ciszkowo. The crossing points are properly signposted.
THE FREE-FLOWING NOTEĆ, approx. 50 km long (from lock no. 22 in 
Krzyż to Santok). On this final stretch, the river is no longer channelled 
by locks, but flows freely all the way to its confluence with the Warta. Its 
course is, however, regulated by numerous hydraulic structures, such as 
transverse and longitudinal fascine groynes reinforced with rip-rap.
Average width: approx. 30 m - 35 m 
Guaranteed draught of vessels: 1 - 1.2 m
Regulations and restrictions: speed limit of 15 km/h along the entire 
route, and a local no-wake zone. 

THE WARTA 
It is a right-bank tributary of the Odra and also its longest – it is 808 km 
long and is the second-longest river, after the Vistula, to flow entirely 
within the country’s borders. It is a Class II navigable waterway. It rises in 
Zawiercie in the Kraków-Częstochowa Upland and meanders strongly in its 
upper course, changing its direction countless times from a meridional to 
a latitudinal course and vice versa. Before reaching Poznań, the river flows 
through Poland’s oldest protected post-glacial area – the Wielkopolska 
National Park. Human activity has had the greatest impact on the shape 
of the final section of the Warta, located in the Lubuskie province – the 
untamed river has been tamed by bank and flood defences. The majority 
of the navigable section of the Warta is also the longest part of the Great 
Wielkopolska Loop and constitutes a transport artery, hitherto unused, 
connecting Poznań with the other towns of Greater Poland and Poland’s 
seaports. The Warta has not a single navigable lock along its entire 
course, and the hydroelectric power station with a barrier and reservoir 
in Jeziorsko is the main hydrotechnical structure affecting its regulation.
Average width: approx. 90 m, navigable waterway 50 - 70 m
Guaranteed draught: approx. 1.4 m
Regulations and restrictions: speed limit of 15 km/h along the entire 
route, and a local no-wake zone. 
There are significant fluctuations in water levels; the daily variation can be 
up to 1 m, and over longer periods up to 4 m.
During the summer season, due to insufficient water levels, it is difficult 
or impossible to enter marinas or moor at the quay.
Obstacles: the lowest high-voltage line is suspended at 8 m. The clear-
ance depends on fluctuating water levels.
Ferries: Ferries operating on the Warta are dependent on water levels. Cur-
rently, two gravity-driven bottom-line ferries (propelled by the river’s cur-
rent) operate at Santok (67.7 km on the Warta) and Kłopotów (22.32 km).
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Śl. nr 9 
Nakło Zachód

57,4/9,6/2,72

Śl. nr 10
Gromadno

57,4/9,6/2,08

Śl. nr 11
Krostkowo

57,4/9,6/0,43

Śl. nr 12 Nowe
57,4/9,6/1,71

Śl. nr 13 Walkowice
57,4/9,6/1,84

Śl. nr 14 Romanowo
57,4/9,6/1,59

Śl. nr 15 Lipica
57,4/9,6/1,69

Śl. nr 16 Pianówka
57,4/9,6/2,18

Śl. nr 17 Mikołajewo
57,4/9,6/1,97

Śl. nr 18 Rosko
57,4/9,6/1,53Śl. nr 19

Wrzeszczyna
57,4/9,6/1,55

5,0

Śl. nr 6 Osowa Góra
57,4/9,6/3,55/ 2,55 

Śl. nr 5 Prądy
57,4/9,6/3,82/2,56

Śl. nr 7. Józefinki
57,4/9,6/1,83/2,2 

Śl. nr 8. Nakło Wschód
57,4/9,6/1,91/1,91
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GUIDE

KEYGUIDE:        /        MARINAS      /          LOCKS      /        WATER SUPERVISION AUTHORIT Y       /      EMERGENCY NUMBERS                   

KEY PORTS AND MARINAS
THE BRDA
MORS MOTOR/WATERCRAFT CLUB +48 602 156 789
HALS SAILING CLUB +48 501 021 307
KSW BYDGOSZCZ BRDYUJŚCIE / SAILING CLUB +48 798 967 810
POLISH YACHT CLUB +48 603 616 811 
MARINA, CAMPING - ZIMNE WODY +48 724 343 429
LA MARE SAFE MARINA +48 792 005 997
LEON JANTA POŁCZYŃSKI BOULEVARD QUAY +48 723 304 955
BYDGOSZCZ MARINA +48 537 256 222 
THE KANAŁ BYDGOSKI
‚GWIAZDA’ MARINA +48  52 736 22 22
THE NOTEĆ
‚NAKŁO DISTRICT' MARINA 
NAKŁO NAD NOTECIĄ

+48 660 782 490

BINDUGA 105 MARINA, UJŚCIE +48 604 468 996
CZARNKÓW MARINA +48 67 255 26 95  

784 681 214
MARINA IN WIELEŃ  + 48 67 256 12 37
'YNDZEL' MARINA IN DRAWSKO +48 67 256 91 28, 535 953 490
DREZDENKO MARINA + 48 95 762 02 02
DREZDENKO HARBOUR BASIN + 48 95 762 03 61

SANTOK MARINA + 48 501 195 595 

THE WARTA
GORZÓW WIELKOPOLSKI MARINA +48 604 644 600
WARTA RIVER BOULEVARDS 
GORZÓW WIELKOPOLSKI 

+48 95 735 55 00

MARINA KOSTRZYN / DELFIN SAILING CLUB +48 600 859 765
THE ODRA
MARINA KIENITZ /
AT THE 'GASTHOF ZUM HAFEN' INN.

+49 33478 440

KULTURHAFEN MARINA IN GROSS NEUENDORF +49 33478 38686
„CAMPING NAD ODRĄ” MARINA +49 178 1317490

Emergency Coordination Centre 112
WATER POLICE STATIONS ON THE ODRA
WSP Hohensaaten (Bad Freienwalde) +49 33368 539-0
WSP Wolgast (Inspektion Wolgast)
(for the Odra estuary area, the Szczecin Lagoon 
and coastal waters in Mecklenburg-Vorpom-
mern).

+49 3836 232 430

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS IN GERMANY

The main emergency number in Germany, including for water rescue on the 
Odra, is 112. If the matter does not pose an immediate threat to life but 
concerns the safety of navigation, accidents without casualties, or general 
security issues, please contact the Water Police (Wasserschutzpolizei).

LOCKS
Open on request at specific times. Please call the staff at the relevant locks half an hour 
before your planned arrival. PLEASE NOTE! Check the navigational warnings before 
setting sail. During periods of high or low water levels on the river, the locks may be 
closed. During the off-season, the locks operate on business days from 7:00 a.m. to  
3:00 p.m. This operating schedule remains in force until the onset of winter conditions 
that prevent safe navigation (e.g. ice formation). Outside the season, it is advisable to 
check the locks’ operating hours.

LOCKS ON THE BRDA
CZERSKO POLSKIE (1,40 km), staff phone number: +48 501 371 102
MIEJSKA (12,40 km), staff phone number: +48 513 030 159

LOCKS ON THE KANAŁ BYDGOSKI
OKOLE (14,80 km), staff phone number: +48 532 032 676
CZYŻKÓWKO (15,97 km), staff phone number: +48 532 032 679
PRĄDY (20,00 km), staff phone number: +48 696 721 036
OSOWA GÓRA (20,97 km), staff phone number: +48 532 032 677
JÓZEFINKI (37,20 km), staff phone number: +48 696 720 829
NAKŁO WSCHÓD (38,90 km), staff phone number: +48 608 581 029

LOCKS ON THE NOTEĆ
NAKŁO ZACHÓD (42,70 km), staff phone number: +48 519 896 826
GROMADNO (53,40 km), staff phone number: +48 606 774 136
KROSTKOWO (68,20 km), staff phone number: +48 532 032 670
NOWE (111,86 km), staff phone number: + 48 608 582 351
WALKOWICE (117,73 km), staff phone number: +48 606 774 142 
ROMANOWO (122,66 km),staff phone number: +48 606 774 143
LIPICA (128,33 km), staff phone number: +48 696 720 877
PIANÓWKA (136,21 km), staff phone number: +48 696 721 029
MIKOŁAJEWO (143,14 km),staff phone number: +48 696 721 092 
ROSKO (148,84 km), staff phone number: +48 666 879 013
WRZESZCZYNA (155,53 km), staff phone number: +48 532 032 684
WIELEŃ (161,50 km), staff phone number: +48 532 032 682
DRAWSKO (170,97 km), staff phone number: +48 532 032 685
KRZYŻ (176,20 km), staff phone number:  532 032 683

WATERWAY AUTHORITIES

For certain facilities, such as canoeing centres, jetties, quays and draw-
bridges, the telephone numbers provided are for the supervising offices 
(there is no direct on-site service).

Rescue Coordination Centre 112
Police 997
Fire Brigade 998
Emergency Medical Services 999

WOPR National Emergency Number 601 100 100

EMERGENCY NUMBERS IN POLAND

Regional Water Management Board (RZGW) in Bydgoszcz + 48 52 339 11 00 
Regional Water Management Board (RZGW) in 
Szczecin 

+48 91 441 12 00

Regional Water Management Board (RZGW) in 
Gdańsk

+ 48 58 326 18 88

Inowrocław Catchment Board + 48 52 356 57 50
Piła Water Catchment Authority + 48 67 212 32 44
Water Supervision in Bydgoszcz + 48 606 774 125 

608 582 289 
Water Supervision in Nakło nad Notecią  +48 52 385 22 86
Water Supervision Authority in Wieluń +48 882 062 904

+48 67 256 10 11 

Water Supervision Authority in Drezdenko +48 604 792 249
+48 95 762 01 55

Water Supervision Authority in Gorzów Wielkopolski +48 95 725 61 63
Water Supervision Authority in Kostrzyn nad Odrą +48 95 717 65 10

Water Supervision Authority in Chojna +48 882 036 316

Oder-Havel Waterways and Shipping Authority  
(Wasserstraßen - und Schifffahrtsamt Oder-Havel)

+49 03334 276-0

Inland Navigation Office (UŻŚ) in Bydgoszcz UŻŚ 
Gdańsk Branch

+48 58 301 84 14
+48 602 379 752

Inland Navigation Office (UŻŚ) in Bydgoszcz +48 52 320 42 30
Inland Navigation Office (UŻŚ) in Szczecin +48 91 434 02 79

The descriptions, maps and diagrams contained in this publication are for guidance only.

SCALE
1 : 145,000

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 81 km0

state
voivodeship capitals
cities
other towns and villages
buildings
inland waters / marine waters
national parks / landscape parks / nature reserves
state borders / voivodeship borders
motorways / expressways
national roads
provincial roads
other roads
railway / narrow-gauge railway
cycle route
road/railway bridge, clearance (high navigable water)
drawbridge road/railway, clearance (high navigable water)
swing bridge, clearance (high navigable water)
footbridge, clearance (high navigable water)
draw footbridge, clearance (high navigable water)
pontoon bridge, clearance (high navigable water)

ferry
lock

flood gates
lock name, length / width / slope / depth at bottom threshold
overhead power lines, clearance (high navigable water)
other overhead obstructions, clearance (high navigable water)
navigation lights, port lights
beacons, buoys, cardinal marks
kilometres of navigable route
marking of quays
ports and marinas / inland / maritime
yacht ports and marinas / inland / marine
jetties and quays / inland /marine
canoe / kayak landings / inland /marine
berths / moorings
navigational hazard sites
end of navigable waters
no entry for sports and recreational vessels
hydrotechnical / secular / religious heritage sites
instruction to listen to a specific radio channel
indication of the radio channel for navigational information
Maritime Search and Rescue Service (SAR)
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S5A1

państwa

miasta wojewódzkie

miasta

pozostałe miejscowości

zabudowania

wody śródlądowe / wody morskie

parki narodowe / krajobrazowe / rezerwaty przyrody

granice państwa / województwa

autostrady  / drogi ekspresowe

drogi krajowe

drogi wojewódzkie

pozostałe drogi

kolej / kolej wąskotorowa

trasa rowerowa

most drogowy / kolejowy, prześwit (WWŻ)

most zwodzony drogowy / kolejowy, prześwit (WWŻ)

most obrotowy, prześwit (WWŻ)

kładka, prześwit (WWŻ)

kładka zwodzona, prześwit (WWŻ)

most pontonowy, prześwit (WWŻ)

prom

śluza

wrota przeciwpowodziowe

śluza nazwa
długość / szerokość / spad / głębokość na progu dolnym

napowietrzne linie energetyczne, prześwit (WWŻ)

inne przeszkody napowietrzne, prześwit (WWŻ)

światła nawigacyjne, światła portowe

stawy, pławy, pławy kardynalne

kilometry szlaku żeglownego

numeracja / oznakowanie nabrzeży

porty i przystanie / śródlądowe / morskie

porty i przystanie jachtowe / śródlądowe  /  morskie

pomosty i nabrzeża / śródlądowe  /  morskie

przystanie kajakowe / śródlądowe / morskie

stanowiska postojowe / cumownicze

miejsca zagrożenia nawigacyjnego

koniec wód żeglownych

zakaz wpływania dla jednostek sportowych i rekreacyjnych

zabytki hydrotechniczne / świeckie / sakralne

nakaz nasłuchu radiowego na wskazanym kanale

wskazanie kanału radiowego do uzyskania informacji nawigacyjnych

Morska Służba Poszukiwania i Ratownictwa (SAR)

A1 B1
I II VIII
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S5A1

państwa

miasta wojewódzkie

miasta

pozostałe miejscowości

zabudowania

wody śródlądowe / wody morskie

parki narodowe / krajobrazowe / rezerwaty przyrody

granice państwa / województwa

autostrady  / drogi ekspresowe

drogi krajowe

drogi wojewódzkie

pozostałe drogi

kolej / kolej wąskotorowa

trasa rowerowa

most drogowy / kolejowy, prześwit (WWŻ)

most zwodzony drogowy / kolejowy, prześwit (WWŻ)

most obrotowy, prześwit (WWŻ)

kładka, prześwit (WWŻ)

kładka zwodzona, prześwit (WWŻ)

most pontonowy, prześwit (WWŻ)

prom

śluza

wrota przeciwpowodziowe

śluza nazwa
długość / szerokość / spad / głębokość na progu dolnym

napowietrzne linie energetyczne, prześwit (WWŻ)

inne przeszkody napowietrzne, prześwit (WWŻ)

światła nawigacyjne, światła portowe

stawy, pławy, pławy kardynalne

kilometry szlaku żeglownego

porty i przystanie / śródlądowe / morskie

porty i przystanie jachtowe / śródlądowe  /  morskie

pomosty i nabrzeża / śródlądowe  /  morskie

przystanie kajakowe / śródlądowe / morskie

stanowiska postojowe / cumownicze

miejsca zagrożenia nawigacyjnego

koniec wód żeglownych

zakaz wpływania dla jednostek sportowych i rekreacyjnych

zabytki hydrotechniczne / świeckie / sakralne

nakaz nasłuchu radiowego na wskazanym kanale

wskazanie kanału radiowego do uzyskania informacji nawigacyjnych

Morska Służba Poszukiwania i Ratownictwa (SAR)
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54. Berthing permitted on the stretch of water bounded by two distances  
      measured from and shown on the board in metres
55. Maximum number of vessels permitted to berth abreast
56. Berthing area reserved for pushing-navigation vessels that push but do not carry 
      hazardous materials 
57. Berthing area reserved for pushing-navigation vessels that are required to carry 
      one blue light or one blue cone
58. Berthing area reserved for pushing-navigation vessels that are required to carry 
      two blue lights or two blue cones
59. Berthing area reserved for pushing-navigation vessels that are required to carry 
      three blue lights or three blue cones
60. Berthing area reserved for vessels other than pushing-navigation vessels that are 
      not required to carry marking
61. Berthing area reserved for vessels other than pushing-navigation vessels that  
      are required to carry one blue light or one blue cone
62. Berthing area reserved for vessels other than pushing-navigation vessels that  
      are required to carry two blue lights or two blue cones
63. Berthing area reserved for vessels other than pushing-navigation vessels that  
      are required to carry three blue lights or three blue cones
64. Berthing area reserved for all vessels that are not required to carry marking
65. Berthing area reserved for all vessels that are required to carry one blue light  
      or one blue cone
66. Berthing area reserved for all vessels that are required to carry two blue lights  
      or two blue cones
67. Berthing area reserved for all vessels that are required to carry three blue lights 
      or three blue cones
68. Anchoring or training of anchors, chains or cables permitted
69. Making fast to the bank permitted
70. Berthing area reserved for loading and unloading vehicles
71. Turning area
72. Crossing with secondary waterway ahead
73. Junction with secondary waterway ahead
74. Crossing with main waterway ahead
75. Junction with main waterway ahead
76. End of a prohibition, obligation, or restriction – applies to traffic in one direction only
77. One or two fixed white lights before an obstacle – stop if the regulations so require
78. One or two flashing white lights before an obstacle – you may proceed
79. Drinking water supply
80. Telephone
81. Motorised vessels permitted
82. Sports or pleasure craft permitted
83. Water skiing permitted
84. Sailing vessels permitted
85. Rowing boats permitted
86. Use of sailboards permitted
87. High-speed navigation of small sports and pleasure craft permitted
88. Launching or beaching of vessels permitted
89. Possibility of obtaining nautical information on the radiotelephone channel indicated
90. Water scooters permitted

MARKS INDICATING FAIRWAY LIMITSON INLAND WATERWAYS

E. INFORMATIVE SIGNS

43. Passage in both directions
44. Passage only in the direction indicated (passage in the opposite direction prohibited)
45. You are recommended to keep within the area indicated
46. You are recommended to proceed in the direction shown by the arrow

47. Entry permitted
48. Overhead power line crossing (height above the highest navigable water level)
49. Weir close ahead
50. Cable ferry
51. Ferry boat moving independently
52. Berthing permitted
53. Berthing permitted on the stretch of water of the breadth measured from  
      and shown on the board in metres

33. Keep a particularly sharp lookout when entering the main waterway 34. Keep a particularly 
sharp lookout when crossing the main waterway
35. Vessels proceeding on the main waterway must, if necessary, change course  
     or speed to allow vessels to leave tributary waterways
36. Obligation to enter into a radiotelephone link
37. Obligation to enter into a radiotelephone link on the channel indicated

C. RESTRICTIVE SIGNS

38. Depth of water limited (in metres)
39. Headroom above water level limited (in metres)
40. Width of passage or fairway limited
41. There are restrictions on navigation: make enquiries
42. The fairway lies at the distance indicated from the right (left) bank (in metres)

D. RECOMMENDATORY SIGNS

NAVIGATION SIGNS FOR TRAFFIC CONTROL  
ON INLAND WATERWAYS
A. PROHIBITORY SIGNS

22. Proceed in the direction shown by the arrow
23. Move to the side of the fairway on your port side
24. Move to the side of the fairway on your starboard side
25. Keep to the side of the fairway on your port side
26. Keep to the side of the fairway on your starboard side
27. Cross fairway to port
28. Cross fairway to starboard
29. Stop as prescribed in the regulations
30. Do not exceed the speed indicated (in km/h)
31. Give a sound signal
32. Keep a particularly sharp lookout

B. MANDATORY SIGNS

1. No entry
2. No overtaking
3. No overtaking of convoys by convoys
4. No passing or overtaking of other vessels
5. No berthing (no anchoring or making fast) on the side of the waterway on which the sign 
stands
6. No stopping within the width specified on the sign in metres (from the sign)
7. No anchoring or trailing of anchors, chains or cables on the side of the waterway on which 
the sign stands
8. No mooring on the side of the waterway on which the sign stands
9. No turning
10. Do not create wake or wash (suction effect)
11. No passing outside the area marked with boards or green lights
12. Entry prohibited – but prepare to get under way
13. Motorised vessels prohibited
14. Sports or pleasure craft prohibited
15. Water skiing prohibited
16. Sailing vessels prohibited
17. Rowing boats prohibited
18. Use of sailboards prohibited
19. End of zone of high-speed navigation of small sports or pleasure craft
20. No launching or beaching of vessels
21. Water scooters prohibited

CARDINAL MARKINGS ON INLAND  
WATERWAYS

1. The left side of the fairway
2. Fairway bifurcation 3. The right side of the fairway 
4. Dangerous place near the left edge of the fairway.
5. Dangerous place in mid-fairway
6. Dangerous place near the right edge of the fairway.
7. Isolated danger mark
8. Safe water mark
9. Fairway near the left bank
10. Fairway near the right bank
11. Fairway cross-over from right to left bank
12. Fairway cross-over from left to left right bank
13. Mark placed on the left side of exit from lake or broad waterway
14. Mark placed on the right side of exit from lake or broad waterway
15. The “A” (Alpha) flag. Caution! Diver down

N O T E
                   INLAND (SAILING WITH THE RIVER CURRENT)

RED RIGHT SIDE OF THE WATERWAY ROUTE

GREEN LEFT SIDE OF THE WATERWAY ROUTE

                        SEA
RED LEFT SIDE OF THE FAIRWAY

GREEN RIGHT SIDE OF THE FAIRWAY

KRZYŻ WIELKOPOLSKI 
Wielkopolskie Voivodeship

This small town in the Wielkopolska Voivodeship, in the Czarnków-
Trzcianka County, has a population of around 6,000. It was founded 
in the 19th century as an important railway junction, from which it 
took its name. It was granted town status in 1936. Krzyż Wielkopolski 
is situated on the Noteć and Drawa rivers, in the vicinity of the 
Drawa National Park, which gives it an attractive natural character.  
The town has preserved buildings from the turn of the 19th and 
20th centuries, the former railway station and the Church of St. 
Anthony of Padua.

GORZÓW WIELKOPOLSKI
Lubuskie Voivodeship

Located between the 53rd and 61st kilometres of the Warta River, the bustling 
capital of the Lubuskie Voivodeship is rediscovering its waterfront potential. In the 
former basin of the historic river port, a shipyard specialising in repairs is in oper-
ation. It was here that the icebreaker ‘Kuna’ and the steamship ‘Kormoran’ were 
restored. The site is leased by the ‘Przystań Gorzów’ Water Sports Association. 
The historic icebreaker “Kuna” is currently stationed in Szczecin due to low water 
levels. Gorzów’s water sports enthusiasts continue the tradition of cruises on the 
Warta. The modernised Nadwarciański Boulevard is the perfect place to soak up 
the riverside atmosphere of Gorzów, and it’s well worth mooring there. From here, 
it’s just a stone’s throw away from the city’s historical treasures, such as the Gothic 
Cathedral of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the valuable collections 
of the Lubuskie Museum, and the remains of the medieval defensive walls.

DREZDENKO
Lubuskie Voivodeship

Drezdenko is a small town of more than nine thousand inhabitants in Lubuskie 
Voivodeship, located on the 187 km long Noteć River. Its name derives from the 
name of a tree and is linked to the town’s location in wooded and marshy terrain. 
While in Drezdenko, it is worth seeing: the late Baroque palace from 1766 (now 
converted into a school), the historic town hall, the former ‘Holm’ fortress gate, 
and the Museum of the Drawska and Noteć Forests, housed in a half-timbered 
granary dating from 1640, which once served as an arsenal.

SANTOK
Lubuskie Voivodeship

Santok is a village in the Lubuskie Voivodeship, situated at the confluence of the 
Noteć and Warta rivers. The name of the village derives from the Old Polish word 
sątok, which meant a river confluence. Among the most significant historical sites 
in Santok are the Neo-Gothic church dating from 1858, the stone observation 
tower from 1934, and the medieval fortified settlement. You can learn more about 
the history of the latter by visiting the local Santok Castle Museum, home to 
numerous archaeological findings. For nature lovers, the Santockie Zakole nature 
reserve is located on the south bank of the river.

KOSTRZYN NAD ODRĄ
Lubuskie Voivodeship

Kostrzyn nad Odrą is a town of 17,000 inhabitants in the Lubuskie Voivodeship, 
close to the Polish-German border. For centuries, the town has been a place where 
two cultures – Slavic and Germanic – have clashed. It was an ideal defensive and 
trading place, making it one of Europe’s largest fortresses in the 16th century. 
Today, it is home to a large river port, and the ruins of the 16th-century Prussian 
fortress are well worth a visit. Furthermore, the town lies near the Warta Estuary 
National Park, with its picturesque floodplains and numerous bird nesting sites.

HOHENSAATEN

Hohensaaten – a small village in eastern Germany, in the state of Brandenburg, 
situated directly on the River Odra, right on the border with Poland (near Cedynia). 
It belongs to the municipality of Bad Freienwalde (Oder) and is situated within the 
Lower Odra Valley Landscape Park.
The town has a long history as a fishing and farming settlement. Thanks to its 
strategic location on the river, which for centuries served transport and border 
functions. In the 19th century, a river port and a system of locks and canals were 
built here, which remain an important part of the region’s water infrastructure to 
this day.

Osinów Dolny 
Zachodniopomorskie Voivodeship

The westernmost point of Poland is located near the village of Osinów Dolny, close 
to Cedynia in the Zachodniopomorskie Voivodeship, right on the border with Ger-
many. This point lies on the banks of the Odra and is marked by a commemorative 
stone and an information board. It is a geographically unique place – this is where 
Poland’s western border begins. Nearby is a bridge connecting Osinów Dolny with 
the German town of Hohenwutzen, and the area attracts tourists interested in 
geography and the landscape along the Odra.
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THE ODRA

Known as the ‘princess of Polish rivers’, it is one of the longest rivers 
in Poland, as well as the country’s longest inland waterway. It is also a 
major transport artery in Central Europe. In terms of total length, it is 
Poland’s second-longest river; however, counting only the length of its 
course within the country’s borders, it is the third-longest after the Vistula 
and the Warta. The river is 854.3 km long, including 742 km within Poland. 
The Odra flows through the following voivodeships: Śląskie, Opolskie, 
Dolnośląskie, Lubuskie and Zachodniopomorskie. Together with the 
Gliwice Canal, it forms the Odra Waterway, which is part of the European 
waterway system and forms part of the E 30 International Waterway.

The importance of the River Odra as a waterway stems from its 
connections with other waterways. It connects, for example: at 553.4 km 
with the Odra–Spree Canal; at 617.6 km, it provides access to the Vistula-
Odra waterway; and at 667.2 km, it connects with the Odra - Havel Canal. 
Both the Spree - Oder and Havel - Odra waterways connect the Odra 
with Berlin. Kilometre zero for both of the aforementioned waterways is 
located below the Spandau lock, where the Spree flows into the Havel. 
The Havel Canal was built during the Berlin Blockade in 1952–1953 by 
the East German authorities. Following the fall of the Berlin Wall and the 
construction of the new Spandau Lock, the canal lost its significance.

In its upper reaches, the Odra is a regulated river, perhaps even exces-
sively so, as evidenced by the catastrophic floods that sweep through it 
every dozen or so years. Twenty-five locks have been built in its upper 
reaches. Work on taming the river has been ongoing since the 18th cen-
tury, and proper regulation began in 1819. In its lower course, specifically 
on the stretch between Kostrzyn nad Odrą (617.6 km) and Hohensaaten 
(667.2 km – the entrance to the Odra-Havel Canal), where the Odra forms 
part of the E 70 waterway, it is a river regulated by groynes built at the 
end of the 19th century. Over a stretch of nearly 180 km, the Odra forms 
the state border between the Republic of Poland and the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany. This section is jointly administered by the Regional Water 
Management Board in Szczecin (Poland) and the Eastern Waterways and 
Shipping Directorate with its registered office in Magdeburg, the Eber-
swalde Waterways and Shipping Office (Germany).

THE ODRA-HAVEL CANAL 

(German: Odra-Havel-Kanal) – an artificial canal in Brandenburg, 82.8 
km long and with an average width of 55 m (in recent years, the bot-
tleneck that restricted navigation on the Marienwerder–Eberswalde 
(Barnim) section has been removed (a narrow section of the canal down 
to 33 m). It begins at the Spandau lock in Berlin (kilometre 0) and ends 
by flowing into the Odra at its 667.2 km mark. The canal has three locks 
and one lift with a total head of 46.7 m. It forms part of the Havel – Odra 
waterway (German: Havel-Oder-Wasserstraße HOW) with a total length 
of 101.6 km. It forms an important link between the inland waterways 
of Germany and Poland and Western Europe, as well as between Berlin 
and Szczecin, connecting the Odra near Cedynia with the Havel near 
Oranienburg.
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